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King County 2026 HUD Data Standards
Update

Dear HMIS End User,

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 2026 Data
Standards updates will go into effect Wednesday, October 1, 2025. As HUD has
not yet published (as of September 22, 2025) the 2026 Data Standards Manual

and 2026 Data Dictionary, please review the below information from King

County Regional Homelessness Authority (KCRHA).

"KCRHA is aware of HUD’s new 2026 HMIS Data Standards, which retires the
"Gender" field and introduces a new "Sex" field for the upcoming 2026 Data
Standards on October 1, 2025. While HUD will require "Sex" to be recorded
(data element 4.21), our community will continue collecting "Gender" for local
outcomes, equity monitoring, and alignment with local values, plans and
contracts. At KCRHA, we recognize that this change has raised concerns
because "Sex" (data element 4.21) introduces a binary selection that may not
reflect the understanding or the lived experience of transgender and non-binary
community members. This field stems from a federal executive order that HUD
must comply to and our role, as a CoC, is to implement this requirement while

continuing to prioritize equity, trust, and safety in every client interaction.

Important Notes:
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e The Sex (4.21) field will be added to the enrollment screen and required.

e We currently do not have instructions from HUD on how this data should
be collected.

¢ We have not yet set local standards for data quality for this element.

e At this time, this question can be collected if the household is
comfortable, but data collection should never be a barrier to authentic
engagement.

¢ Asareminder, if collecting sensitive data requires time or discretion,
providers should prioritize rapport and safety in the client relationship.

¢ Services cannot be withheld if clients refuse or are unable to answer.

Providers will continue using LGBTQIA+ affirming practices:

Ask for chosen name and pronouns.

Explain why sensitive data is collected and who can access it.

Affirm that clients may decline to answer any question.

e Ensure consistency in affirming practices across staff.

KCRHA will provide training on technical implementation and supports
providers in building client trust. Our approach centers on affirming, client-led
practices—so data collection strengthens engagement rather than creating

harm."

To help you prepare for the upcoming 2026 HMIS Data Standards, we've
created a training resource that breaks down all the changes. Please note: No

action is required from you. The changes will be applied automatically.

View Here
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What are the HUD Data Standards?

These standards provide explicit

instructions for HMIS data collection and Res ources
are updated everytwo years. The new FY

2026 standards will impact everything from

questions asked to the overall data entry 2026 HMIS Data

workflow starting October 1+, 2025 Standards Manual

New You can find your
As of October 1st, HUD is requiring the “Sex” field 2026 Comhmun'tv
to be collected for all new program enrollments.* Forms here
*This excludes Coordinated Entry Program enrollments.

**HUD is prohibiting mapping data from the gender field to the new sex 2026 Dafa Standards
I 1
field, Update

Sex (4.21)

= Female

» Male

+ Client Doesn't Know

+ Client Prefers Not to Answer
= Data Not Collected

You can also explore these essential resources:

¢ Client Centered Approach to Collecting Gender Identities for HMIS
¢ Client Centered Approach to Race & Ethnicity for HMIS

We are committed to supporting you through this transition. If you have any

questions, please reach out to kcsupport@bitfocus.com.

Sincerely,

Lauryn & Rohan

Your Local Community Adminstrators

Questions? Your HMIS Administrator
is happy to help.

Phone: (206) 444-4001, Ext 2
Email: kcsupport@bitfocus.com

+/ Bitfocus


https://www.linkedin.com/company/bitfocus-inc-?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bitfocus-inc-?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://twitter.com/bitfocus?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://twitter.com/bitfocus?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://www.chipindy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Client-Centered-Approach-to-Recognizing-Gender-Identities-HUD.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://www.chipindy.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Client-Centered-Approach-to-Recognizing-Race-and-Ethnicity-Identities-HUD.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
mailto:kcsupport@bitfocus.com
https://www.bitfocus.com/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f

Bitfocus, 5940 S Rainbow Blvd, Ste 400 #60866, Las Vegas, NV 89118, United States, 800-594-9854

Unsubscribe Manage preferences


https://updates.bitfocus.com/hs/preferences-center/en/direct?data=W2nXS-N30h-RHW3JZ-9c3bkvV1W2-dw2z1Z9__yW3GJxGW2RmyZkW2WKhKG2YMvByW43yx8G1ZqvMgW3QRG3q3NMhJRW1ZvcfD49kdlmW2-m4JD1X0GsBW2CwrZS3_R5BGW2t24WX30rwdwW345Dkv309jsRW2PTQCm3STCNmW2p4DxQ38c2lJW21c9fv3SwqcbW3bdwTW1LhN_0W1S0_Gc2MRtLbW1Bp75X36kTm_W2FD0hY3Fh07TW3Kd6_M2-m4s6W2CZ5J02-nQ3HW2CWH0L4tjWJsW4krrvZ1ZnRwpW2sSlwm3ZHQx7W3df-3V21q4J_W45CC-d45xXwYW2HqrRC4cCqjdW1Nz5kH1Bv_l3W4frSzv2HrKcMW4pFlF13S_B0WW2D0v2h41KS2ZW1W-_tz3D_CGSW2sDfZM4hqsc4W3dhFHB2vTMKfW43JVwF1Xv19FW1BDd9X2qFckCW2qXKlg30FhhcW2MCPdF1QcGtZ0&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f
https://updates.bitfocus.com/hs/preferences-center/en/page?data=W2nXS-N30h-MtW41P-794myZ4cW2p5th04cjz8wW2MNyx038lZmlW3_SHNx47SjmhW1ZmWKQ2x_FBNW1_psXc43T77CW1_bcB13z488MW2YKx9V3ZHqrKW1-X7WV2KFdbRW38l5KT36F2CTW3QWtRw2CTxcFW3zbqPm2F-9myW2TPCRF1Xt7qtW3M3_l54hy4MdW3QxVRJ41qgKWW3_SHB12WPRLWW347j0T23lx94W3Sznds4rGQFxW3K9FqT47WdQsW3grN4_1Xr2-0W3XVMgH1XgJQLW2HF5gy1L8M57W4t6QDd49mfLgW32hN3p36m92qW4rqWSk47TCSWW20W-Zh1NhB9kW3D-QSj1_qJQMW1LdWYh258kryW1Z8n0D1BL7vDW2nGm2T45G9MHW2zNnm34pnczCW1BgVsP1NjV1SW2TtX0w3_VSlYW2MQbQ71VqvJgW2r8z3M36vC-jW3Hcw6v32FX8RW2ztYwF3VBkH90&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--R-by1KeYTcN1PtIK3QAdKDNqISn6fjb9jp3CFK3vr4_7vwI1nCHHH-1r0A7qBaDpMbY6f

